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LEMORANDUM TO: Director ol Central Intelligence Agency

SUBJHCT Letter frov: | N to Pirector of 25X1X7
' Central Intellizence, dated 10 February 1948.

1. BSubject letter is essentially a request for three
categorics of basic intelligencet:

a. Basic intellizence on Spitzbergen
be Iilitary experiences in Arctic operations

ce Civilian and commercial solutions of engineering
problems in Arctic rsjions

2, The normal procedure for obtaining this information

would be to submit to OCD = collection request which, upon

completion, would be transmitted q From the latter's 25X1X7

viewpoint this procedure would be nighly advantageous, since 1%

wtilizes & single collection source instead of numerous liaison

channels to the several Departmonts. ilowever, should such a

precedent be establishad it is evident that eventually a

considerable smount of effort would be required in serving the
25X1XAntereets [ «ith 2 corresponding diminution of effort

expended in fulfilling our own requirements.

5. It h already been decided, in the case of a previous

25X1C8c request from“ for Soviet port data, that we would

supply only CIA finished basic intellirence (i.e., YIS, JANIS,
25X1X7 .nd SID-USSR) - This appears to be a sound procedure

which insures that our basic incelligence production nnder the

WIS Program will not be seriously interrupted, and that- 25X1X7

will r eceive *this intellizence as rapidly as we can produce 1it,

hut in conformity with our priority requirerments and not with

R
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4., It is recommended, therefore, that for the present
CIA supnly only finished basic intelligence _, and that 25X1X7
the subject request and sny future requests of a similar nature
25X1X7‘3r0mib6 direched to the Departments concernec through

the liaison channels whicl- has with these Departments. 95X {1X7
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5., There is submitted herewith a draft reply to _25)(1 C8c
whi the sbove recommendations.
25X1C8¢c -whlch reflects )

TEEODORE BABBITT
Asgistant Director
Reports snd Egtimates
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